
                                   

 

Dear Families, 
 
Our staff reflects monthly on student behaviors and recognizes positive behavior with the Tiger Paw Award. Staff 
nominates a student based on the following peace building qualities:  
~ to praise people 
~ to give up put-downs  
~ to seek wise people  
~ to notice and speak up about hurts I have caused 
~ to right wrongs 
~ to help others I will build peace at home, at school, and in my community each day 
 

I’m proud to announce the October Tiger Paw award winners. The following students were awarded their Tiger 
Paw pin and a Tiger Paw certificate at our monthly Town Hall Meeting. Please congratulate these students on 
their accomplishments when you see them! 

 Kindergarten-Ellie Arndt 
 First Grade-Ethan Fick 
 Second Grade-Jackson Pfeilsticker 
 Third Grade-Masyn Wittig 
 Fourth Grade-Cody Dahms 
 Fifth Grade-Janessa Fry 

 

It’s hard to believe we are almost done with the month of November. We had a wonderful turnout for our parent 
conferences. Conferences are a great time to discuss your child’s learning and possibly his/her behavioral and 
social development. Thank you for making the meeting a priority. Our staff enjoyed meeting with you and sharing 
their success.  
 

We held another very successful Fall Festival. A special thank you to all the families and staff that donated their 
time, items for our raffle baskets, and or food items. A special shout out to our student council advisors, Mrs. 
Gullickson and Mrs. Holcomb, and our student council; they all utilized great leadership skills in organizing such a 
well attended event! 
 

Lastly, thank you to our staff and students for organizing a heartfelt Veteran’s Day program. It truly was an 
honorable experience for all that attended.  
 

Good luck to all our hunters for a successful and safe hunting season.  On behalf of all the staff at Downsville 
Elementary, I wish you the happiness of good friends, the joy of a happy family, and the wonder of the holiday 
season. Have a magical thanksgiving! 
 
Warm wishes, 
 
Mary Henry 
Principal 
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A BIG THANK YOU!! 

Downsville Elementary would like to thank everyone 

who came and supported our Fall Festival!  This is 

Student Council’s fundraiser which helps support many 

projects and events for our students.  A BIG THANK 

YOU – DOWNSVILLE ROCKS!!  

 

 

Background Checks 

Just a reminder that once again our 

district is directing  ALL volunteers in 

our schools  to fill out a background 

check form.  This will need to be filled 

out every year.  Although this has 

always been done for anyone working 

with kids, we are now requiring this for 

anyone coming to work in a classroom 

or chaperoning a field trip.   

If you plan on working with our 

students in any capacity the forms are 

available at the school office.  Please 

pick up and fill out a form returning  it 

to the school office.  This is intended 

to PROTECT our children when they 

are at school.  Thank you for 

understanding the need to ensure 

safety of our students! 

 

 

 

 

Important Up-Coming Dates: 

 

    Nov. 20 End of 1st Trimester 

              20 2nd Grade Field  Trip  
 Chippewa Valley Museum 
              25 NO SCHOOL (PD DAY) 

              26 Thanksgiving - NO SCHOOL! 

              27 NO SCHOOL (Vacation) 

   30 Report Cards go Home 

 
 

    Dec.  10 Title –SCIENCE NIGHT!  
     INFO-Last page Newsletter 

  15   Winter Music Program  
          **      3rd, 4th and 5th Grades 
            2:00 p.m. 
    15 Cookie Walk before & after 

 Concert 
               21 PTC Meeting -  5:30 p.m. 

    23 5th Grade DARE Graduation 
   12:30 – 1:30 p.m. 
    23 Assembly in Gym–1:45 p.m. 
  Santa arrival @ 2:00 p.m. 
 

     Dec. 24 –Jan. 3   NO SCHOOL! 

  Winter Break 
  

        Jan.   4    School Resumes 
     18 NO SCHOOL (PD DAY) 

 



WINTER CLOTHING 

As the temperatures drop, please prepare 

your child for colder weather.  As winter 

approches, a reminder that your child will 

need a warm coat, a hat, mittens, snow 

boots and snow pants.  All this warmer 

clothing is necessary as students go 

outside at all recesses when the 

temperature/wind chill is 0 degrees or 

above.   We do have slightly used coats, 

snowpants, hats and mittens that have 

been donated for anyone in need.  Please 

contact the office for assistance. 

 

 

   Winter Music Program!   
 

Please come and support your 

young musician! 
 

                                  

    LOST & FOUND  

Our “lost and found” has been relocated to 

the exit/entryway on the north side of the 

building that leads to the playground.  Please 

remind your child to check frequently for  

lost articles of clothing.  As the weather 

turns colder students will need many of the 

items located there.  Parents feel free to stop 

in to check the many items that have found 

their way into the “lost and found”.  Many 

items have been collected that would 

appreciate  being  claimed.  Please check it 

out! 

 

THANK YOU!!  THANK YOU!! 

Thank you to all the families that continue 

to save and send in Campbell’s Soup 

Labels, Boxtops for Education, Milk Moola 

caps,  pull tabs from cans, and ink 

cartridges (please send in those that fit in 

the palm of your hand).  

 Thanks for saving items that bring in a little 

extra cash for our school!!  All of the funds 

raised are used to help out our Downsville 

students. 

Please check out additional information in 

newsletter! 

        

REMINDER! 

GRADES  3,  4,  AND 5 

Tuesday, DECEMBER  15th, 

2:00 P.M. 

 



  

 



Eureka Math in 

Kindergarten 

*Here’s what we are up to… 

Module 2-Two and Three 

Dimensional Shapes 

Mrs. Fiege’s 

Kinder Kids Newsletter 

 

 Typical Daily Lesson 
                *Fluency 

*Application Problem 

(review lesson from day 

before) 

*Concept Development 

(Guts of the lesson) 

*Problem Set  

*Student Debrief 

Fluency 

During this time we play games to help us become quick and 

efficient at counting forward, backward, knowing missing 

numbers, and knowing number partners (example… 5 is 2 

and 3, 1 and 4, 0 and 5).  Here are some examples of games 

we play. 

*Counting the Math Way (counting up and down on 

fingers)  

*Happy Counting (random starts counting up and 

down)  

*Rekenrek (counting as teacher slides beads up and 

down by 1’s, 10’s, 5’s and teens) 

*Beep (4, 5, beep…. figuring out the beep/missing 

number) 

*Counting the Say Ten Way  

*Sprints *Hide and See*Take Apart 

Application  Problem 

 Using only triangles and rectangles, design a 

rocket ship on your math board 

 

Concept  Development 

 Guts of the Lesson/new 

learning/Hexagons 

Sorting hexagons and circles by looking 

at attributes, building hexagons with 

sticks and going on a detective hunt to 

find hexagons and circles in the room and 

recording their data on their detective 

notebook 



Problem Set 

 Students get 10 minutes to complete  

  

 Students work independently 

 

Student Debrief 

 Children share their thinking and verbalize how 
they’re reasoning.  

 

Math Journals 

Students solve word problems using several 

different strategies and they show their work. 

 

Special Projects to support 

learning 

Making 2-D and 3-D shapes with marshmallows and 

toothpicks. 

 



How do 2nd graders feel about the Downsville Fall Festival? 

 
Excited!  Proud to have such a great event at Downsville School.  ~  Mrs. Holcomb  

 

Good! My favorite part was the obstacle. ~Nathan 

 

Good! I really like it! It is my favorite! I had a lot of fun!  ~ Aidan L.  

 

I really liked it! It is one of the best events! ~Xaden 

 

It was awesome because we got to dance! ~Kalyn 

 

I like fall, because the leaves fall and I can drive my four wheeler through them. ~Aiden M. 

 

It was funny, because it was crazy. ~Jackson 

 

It was great, because there was a lot of fun activities! ~ Aiden C.  

 

I liked it, because the cupcake walk was fun and I got a bunny stuffed animal from third grade. ~Cecilia  

 

My favorite part of fall is Halloween so that I can get candy! ~Kimberly  

 

I felt good, because I liked the different games! ~Kenny  

 

I felt good, because we played games and had popcorn! ~Jessalyn 

 

I like fall, because I get to jump in leaves! ~Josh 

 

Happy, because it was fun! ~Levi 

 

Excited, because it was fun! I got to pie Mrs. Henry in the face! ~Connor 

 

It was fun and I liked seeing Mrs. Henry get pied in the face. ~Reagan 

 

It was fun because I won three theme baskets. ~Addison 

 

I like fall, because the sun is out. ~Taylor 

 

My favorite part was playing! ~Tyler 

 

I liked playing with my friends! ~Nolen 

 

I really liked it, because it was a lot of fun!  ~Sean 
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Fall Festival Games by Maddie Fick and Lainey Terrana 
 

Here are some of the fun games at the Fall Festival! 
 

Cake Walk: You go around in circles on the dots, and they play music. When the music 
stops, they call a number. If you’re standing on that number, you win a dessert.  
 

Fishing: There were wooden poles that you threw over this sheet with fish things on it.  
 

Pumpkin Bowling: There are pins, and you roll the pumpkins at them. 
 

Obstacle Course: You do the obstacle things. 
 

Hay Pool: There is hay in it and corn on the bottom. There are little colored chips (not real 
chips) to look for and get a matching prize. 
 

Sucker Tree: You pull a sucker, and if it has a black dot on it, you get a prize. If not, you get 
the sucker. 
 

There was face painting. I liked all of the games and didn’t do face painting. I wish I had. 
 

 

 

 

Pumpkins by Parker Blado 
 

   Mrs. Hulett brought four huge pumpkins to school!  So one day for Science, we went 
outside, and we got the pumpkins out.  We weighed them.  Mine weighed 32 lb.  It was the 
smallest compared to the other ones that were bigger.  I could not lift them.  We did races 
with them and broke them open and took out the seeds.  The next day we counted them. 
Each pumpkin had 300-400 seeds!  Our teacher cooked them and we ate them the next day 
at snack time.  
 

 

 
 
 

Environmental Site by Ava Arndt, Amber Remington, and Wyatt Yoder 
 

   On October 21st our whole school went to the Environmental Site.  We got to go on a long 
hike.  We built stick forts with saws.  We chased a gater.  We went on another walk because 
Mrs. Holcomb broke her elbow and the ambulance came.  We had lunch, and we each got to 
have one s’more.  Then we did games with Mr. Preusse.  It was the best day! 
 

      

 

 

 



Discovery 3 by Brian Styer and Aiden Ayres 
 

   In Discovery 3 we are doing a simulation of coming to the New World and making a colony 
in the New World.  You roll dice and the teacher picks out a card.  Depending on what it says, 
you may die or get a disease, live or whatever.  Before that you get to roll a dice and choose 
if you work for the governor or a private company or be a pilgrim.  The 4th graders that go to 
this project are Cody, Brian, Aiden, and Amber. 
 

 

Recess/Playtime by Jaylynn Cornelier, Lydia Long, and Brooklyn Hoff 
 

   This is what we play at Recess. We usually play a game that involves running, like Tag, 
Wild Horses, or Which Witch.  We also like to play animal games, but we do not like to play 
attack games because it can hurt everyone.  It has been pretty rainy lately.  We sometimes 
have to have Inside Recess. (I do not like having Inside Recess.) 
 

 

 

Gregor the Overlander by Cody Dahms and Deven Ayres 
 

   This is our teacher’s read aloud.  The main characters are: Gregor, Boots, the 
Underlanders, and the rats.  Gregor and Boots fell through a laundry chute and they floated 
through the air and landed in the Underland.  (P.S. They fell from New York City).  There is a 
prophecy that is really weird.  The Underlanders think that Gregor is the warrior in it, and it 
tells them to go on a quest.  It’s a good book. 
 

 

 

Veterans Day Was Great! by Collin Hathaway, Addie Collinsworth, and Beth Bowman 
 

   We had a great program. The Kindergartners and 1st Graders sang, and then the 2nd and 
3rd Graders did.  The 4th Graders told when to display the flag and read a poem.  The 5th 
Graders showed us how to fold the flag and told us how to take care of it.  Then all of the 
school sang along to “Thank you, Military”.  Thank you Veterans for your service in the 
military.  The kids did an awesome job and the veterans loved it! 
 

The poem we said: 
On Veterans Day we honor all 
Who answer to a service call. 

Soldiers young and soldiers old, 
fought for freedom, brave and bold. 
Some have lived, while others died. 

All of them deserve our pride. 
We’re proud of all the soldiers who 

kept thinking of red, white, and blue. 
They fought for us and all our rights. 

They fought for many days and nights 

And though we may not know each name, 
we thank all veterans all the same. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

November 2015 

Dear Parent(s) or Guardians, 

Student Council is organizing a Penny War this month.  We plan to begin the 

Penny War on Wednesday, November 18th and continue until Wednesday, December 2nd.  Below, is a list of 

rules we will be sharing with the whole school regarding this fun annual event. 

Proceeds of the penny war will go to the “Christmas For Kids” organization through the United 

Way which provides presents to families in need.  We are sponsoring approximatly 2 families with a total 

of 7-8 children.  Depending on how much we raise.  A prize will be rewarded to the top classroom with the 

most “points” at the end of the penny war activity.  

The prize for the top class with the most pennies in their jar has a choice of the following: 

 Pizza party 

 Eat Their Lunch with Student Councill Advisors & Ice cream Treat  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sara Holcomb      Karli Gullickson 

Student Council Advisor     Student Council Advisor  

  

PENNY WAR RULES 
 

1. Each class has a container with a hole in the top to put money into and their teacher’s name clearly labeled on it. 
2. All containers will be put in the cafeteria during lunch for students to add coins to.  This is the only time coins are 

to be added to each container. 
3. All pennies will be counted as positive points, (one point each).   
4. The class with the most pennies at the end of the war will be the winner. 
5. All other coins and money will count as negative points (example, 1 quarter = -25 points, $1 = -100 points) 

 
Here are a few more tips and hints for students: 

1. Students should never go door to door or ask people for money.  The pennies should be found or earned on their 
own. 
 

2. Check under couch cushions, in the laundry, and sometimes under the seats in the car. 
 

3. Don’t be afraid to ask someone in your family if there is something you could do to earn a few pennies. 
 

 



 

Healthy Downsville PBIS  

Celebration! 

 

Monday, November 23 @1:00 

 

Students are asked to dress in comfy exercise clothing and 
tennis shoes on this day. 

Student council will provide a sweat exercise headband for 
each Downsville student.   

Bananas, apples, oranges and water will be provided as a 
treat. 

Zumba exercise will be experienced from a certified Zumba 
instructor from Mayo Clinic Health Systems. 

Student will be walking 1 mile (4 laps) on the school walking 
trail. 

Classrooms will be creating encouragement posters for 
along the walking trail to encourage students to finish the 
mile walk at this event.  This is a team building activity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DO YOU WANT MORE SUPPORT AS A PARENT? 

 

Parent Café 
 

Hosted by the Family Resource Center  
in collaboration with the Dunn County Partnership for Youth and Crossroads Community 

Center 
 

Come talk with other parents who may have the same concerns as you! 
Meetings will be held on the 3rd Tuesday of each month starting November 17th 5:30-7:30pm 

at Crossroads Community Center, 710 4th Street E, Menomonie 
 

Meeting topics will include daily parental concerns,  
such as conflict resolution, positive discipline, school readiness, and much more! 

 
Registration is required (by the first Tuesday of each month) to receive: 

Free Dinner! 
Take home incentives! 

Free Childcare! 
 

Register with Marie Guzman at 715-828-2440 or by email at marie@frecec.org 

 

 

 

 

 
Marie Guzman at  

715-828-2440 or marie@frcec.org 

 

mailto:mar#ie@frecec.org
mailto:marie@frec.org






 

Science Night  

at Downsville Elementary! 

December 10, 2015 

5:30-6:00 Dinner  

6:00-7:30 Interactive Science Activities 

Please join us for a night of fun for the whole family! Science stations will be set up 

and run by UW Stout students. Please return the bottom portion so we know if you plan on 

attending and if you plan to eat dinner so we can prepare accordingly. 

 

_____ Yes, I plan on attending Downsville’s Science Night on Thursday, December 10th! 

_____ Yes, I plan on eating dinner at the science night and will have _________ people. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Signature 

*Please return by December 2nd. 

 


